
GE THEME COURSES 

Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the 
Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to 
each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses 
seeing approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses 
seeking approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form 
for the chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or 
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.  

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will 
be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since 
the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, 
names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Course subject & number

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced 
and in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal 
theme.  In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-
edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

Course subject & number



GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

Course subject & number



Specific Expectations of Courses in Sustainability 

GOAL 1: Students analyze and explain how social and natural systems function, 
interact, and evolve over time; how human wellbeing depends on these interactions; how 
actions have impacts on subsequent generations and societies globally; and how human 
values, behaviors, and institutions impact multi-faceted, potential solutions across time.   

1.1 Describe elements of the fundamental dependence of humans on Earth and environmental 
systems and on the resilience of these systems. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

Course subject & number



1.3 Devise informed and meaningful responses to problems and arguments in the area of 
sustainability based on the interpretation of appropriate evidence and an explicit statement of 
values.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

Course subject & number

1.2 Describe, analyze and critique the roles and impacts of human activity and technology on both 
human society and the natural world, in the past, currently, and in the future. Please link this ELO to 
the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 
words) 
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	LO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Students in Anthropology 3623 will be continuously challenged to think logically and critically about course materials and about the diverse perspectives represented in course readings. These manners of thinking will be assessed through students' participation in class discussions (both large and small group) and through short essay exercises that demand synthetic, logical, and critical awareness. For example, the following questions have been used to assess learning in different portions of the course:

1) This section's readings examined how ritual cycles can contribute to ecological sustainability. For this assignment reflect on one of your own cultural rituals and its broader ecological dimensions. This might include national holidays (e.g. Fourth of July), religious rituals (e.g. pilgrimage, prayer), university rituals that you observe (e.g. tailgating) or even an individual ritual or routine that you perform on your own (e.g. meditation; afternoon coffee). What activities are involved with the ritual you identified? In your assessment, is the ritual you choose environmentally sustainable or not?
2) The Nature-Culture divide, which is prominent in Western cultures, imagines humans and non-humans as largely occupying separate spheres of existence. Do you see this divide as a possible obstacle to implementing philosophies of economic and  environmental sustainability? Why or why not?
3) The readings for this week offer case studies on human-cattle relations in both Sudan and India in the 20th century. Since these studies were conducted, beef production and consumption have expanded considerably. Using the website “Our World in Data,” describe current patterns of global beef consumption and production. Based on the data presented there, do you think we need to consider limits on the consumption of beef or other sources of animal protein? What factors need to be considered in making these recommendations?

	ELO 1: 
	2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme: The Sustainability theme requires students to engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of Sustainability. The notion of sustainability (i.e., the ability to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs) will be introduced at the outset of this course and continuously reexamined in relationship to course readings, lectures, and discussions concerning various human subsistence strategies, previous anthropological (and other scientific/social scientific) understandings of human-environment interactions, and current key topics in environmental anthropological research (which commonly overlap with key topics in sustainability research). Course assessments, including out-of-class assignments and in-class activities, will require students to explicitly evaluate different ways of thinking about sustainability and to examine how different cultural case studies either exemplify the basic principles of sustainability or not. An in-class activity on global beef production and consumption, for example, requires students to describe current trends of both production and consumption at a global scale and then assess the sustainability of current patterns as well as the challenges (economically, culturally, and ecologically) in potentially altering current systems of production and consumption.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Students in Anthropology 3623 will build on foundational knowledge beyond the field of anthropology. Students are expected to come to class with basic ecological literacy gained through high school requirements (which in Ohio include the completion of Physical Science and Biology). This information will be reviewed as it relates to the study of human-environment interactions. Students thus gain an interdisciplinary experience at the intersection of the natural and social sciences. As well, students will learn about the considerable shifts in environmental anthropological thinking over time, which entails critical thinking about the interaction of multiple perspectives and paradigm shifts. Students will be expected to identify, describe, and synthesize these approaches on course assessments. For example, students are asked to "Outline the key similarities and differences between the environmental anthropological approaches we have labeled (1) Political Ecology, (2) Historical Ecology, and (3) Cultural Ecology.  What is unique about each?  How would each approach consider different social, economic, and political dimensions of sustainability for a human society living in a particular environmental setting?" 
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: Students will develop a sense of self in relation to the themes under consideration in several ways. First, students will regularly participate in open class discussions that ask them to consider their views and how they have changed over time. Students will also be asked to submit written reflections responding to course readings and the connections they are able to make between those readings and their broader learning journey. Second, students will develop personalized essays on an object that embodies their connection to the environment and then later develop an artistic rendering that represents the object or their relationship to it. This offers an opportunity to explore how personal attachments and creative expressions connect with broader social, economic, and ecological dimensions of sustainability.

	Briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme: Anthropology 3623 (Environmental Anthropology) provides students with an in-depth understanding of human-environment interactions, focusing on the roles of culture and behavior in shaping and adapting to dynamic environmental conditions. This 3000-level course builds on students' preexisting knowledge of cultural anthropology and their basic ecological literacy to examine how anthropologists of the past have conceptualized the human-environment relationship, survey the wide variety of human cultural adaptations to diverse environmental conditions, and engage with current cutting-edge themes and contributions in the field of environmental anthropology. This course represents a "deep-dive" into a diverse and vibrant area of anthropological thinking and research that is fundamentally concerned with key topics, issues, and questions in Sustainability, including the role that culture plays in promoting behaviors that are ecological sustainable and others that are not.

	Course subject & number: Anthropology 3623
	1: 
	3 Devise informed and meaningful responses to problems and arguments in sustainability based on the interpretation of appropriate evidence and explicit values: The final part of the course includes a discussion of multiple contemporary environmental issues (e.g., environmental justice, energy, climate change, and ecological crisis). These will be approached as problems that demand creative resolution and students are expected to participate in class debates and discussions about potential solutions. For example, when discussing the sustainability of global beef consumption, students complete an assignment using primary data from the website “Our World in Data,” to identify current patterns of global beef consumption and production. They are then asked whether limits on the consumption of beef or other sources of animal protein are needed, and they are asked to back up their arguments with primary data. Other course assessments ask students the following: "What does climate change have to do with culture? Think about causes, effects, and complications as you generate an answer that makes reference to at least one specific on-the-ground example" and "What do you see as the most pressing environmental issue of our era? Can “socio-cultural innovations” offer more sustainable solutions?  Why (or why not) and how? 
 

	2 Describe, analyze and critique the roles and impacts of human activity and technology on human society and the natural world: The impacts of human activity on social and ecological systems is at the center of this course. Topics in this course include environmental justice, climate change, gender and environment, and environmental activism, which necessarily invite discussions about the impacts (including disproportionate ones) of technologically-impelled environmental change on human populations and ecological systems. As indicated above, the course includes a thorough consideration of the different roles of human subsistence technologies and their diverse implications over time and space. In one course discussion board assignment, students are invited to reflect on technologies they actively avoid because of personal commitments to environmental sustainability. At the same time, we consider case studies of technological refusal among both the Inuit and the Amish.
	1 Describe elements of the fundamental dependence of humans on Earth and environmental systems and on the resilience of these systems: This course reviews fundamental aspects of human ecology, emphasizing basic ecological principles and the different ways in which humans of the past and present rely on environmental systems. The diversity of human ways of life will be addressed, including how humans make use of multiple subsistence strategies to adapt to diverse environments as well as the consequences of those strategies for the environment. In the second half of the course, we will discuss anthropogenic environmental change and the new geological epoch known as the Anthropocene. In doing so, we consider the prospect of global ecological crisis, the threats it poses to human and ecological systems, and how anthropogenic climate change is prompting collective rethinking of humanity’s place on Earth. Students will specifically engage with readings and cutting edge scholarship on anthropological approaches to the Anthropocene, including readings by Anna Tsing and Zoe Todd.



